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In his rich and nuanced portrait of the remarkable, elusive Rothschild family, Oxford scholar and

bestselling author Niall Ferguson uncovers the secrets behind the family's phenomenal economic

success. He reveals for the first time the details of the family's vast political network, which gave it

access to and influence over many of the greatest statesmen of the age. And he tells a family saga,

tracing the importance of unity and the profound role of Judaism in the lives of a dynasty that rose

from the confines of the Frankfurt ghetto and later used its influence to assist oppressed Jews

throughout Europe. A definitive work of impeccable scholarship with a thoroughly engaging

narrative, â€˜The House of Rothschildâ€™ is a biography of the rarest kind, in which mysterious and

fascinating historical figures finally spring to life.
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Those who already know Niall Ferguson do not need any praise for the books he writes: a few years

ago I chanced to read his excellent "The Cash Nexus" and this led me to "The Pity of War" and

finally to "The House of Rothschild".Ferguson is a scholar who loves challenges: not just

challenging arguments, but also challenges in the sheer volume of sources and research, and finally

challenges to the reader in presenting controversial theses (I think specially of those advanced

brilliantly, and contentiously, in "The Pity of War" - see my review if interested).This last effort is

mainly an attempt to unveil the Rothschild mythology, restoring an historically accurate perspective

both of the family saga and of the banking and financial European history from 1798 to 1848.The

book is a masterpiece for many reasons: not just story of a family (circumscribed to the male



members), not just story of a great banking institution in the past two centuries, but also

comprehensive financial history of the first half of XIX century... "a rich and nuanced portrait" as the

book leaflet reads - that reveals and hides, but also creates an appealing and fascinated image of

those turbulent years.So, it can appeal the history buff, and all those readers interested in financial

history (and speculative bubbles) as well as those interested in biography and cultural history.
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